
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

WESTSIDE DISTRICT WATER AUTHORITY GSA 
   

Held March 4, 2025 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors (Board) of Westside District Water Authority 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (Authority) was held in-person on March 4, 2025, at 10:30 
a.m., at 21908 7th Standard Road, McKittrick, CA 93251.  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER ) 
________________________) 
 
Chairman Rob Goff called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. and presided thereat. 
 
ROLL CALL ) 
________________________) 
 
The following directors were present: Rob Goff, Jeremy Blackwell, Rob Yraceburu, Bernard 
Pugét, Rod Stiefvater, and Leon Elwell. 
 
The following individuals were also present: Mark Gilkey, Justin Rowe, Alex Dominguez, 
Mushtaq Mohideen, Elisabeth Cervantes, Trevor Maggart, Morgan Campbell, Jamie Marquez, and 
Sebastian Silviera. 
 
Carrie Heredia, Mary King, Brianda Rodriguez, Abbigale Seal, and Elizabeth Fernandez were 
present via teleconference. 
 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA ) 
______________________________) 
 
There were no requests to revise the agenda. 
 
3. CONSENT AGENDA       ) 
_______________________ ) 
The Chairman asked if there were any questions concerning the Consent Agenda, which items 
were detailed in the Board packet. On motion of Leon Elwell, seconded by Jeremy Blackwell, and 
unanimously carried, the Board approved each item listed on the Consent Agenda on the following 
roll call vote: 
 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
  Jeremy Blackwell 
  Leon Elwell 

Bernard Pugét 
Rod Stiefvater 
Rob Yraceburu 
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NOES:  None 
 

ABSENT:  None 
   
4. FINANCIAL REPORT         ) 
______________________________) 
 
a. Review End of Fiscal Year 2024 Treasurer’s Report: 

i. Approve Statement of Net Position: Elisabeth Cervantes presented the 
Fiscal Year 2024 Statement of Net Position. After discussion, on motion of 
Leon Elwell, seconded by Jeremy Blackwell, and unanimously carried, the 
Board approved the Fiscal Year 2024 Statement of Net Position: 

 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
Rod Stiefvater 
Bernard Pugét 
Jeremy Blackwell 
Rob Yraceburu 

  Leon Elwell 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 
 
 

ii. Approve Profit and Loss Statement: Elisabeth Cervantes presented the 
Fiscal Year 2024 Profit and Loss Statement. After discussion, on motion of 
Leon Elwell, seconded by Jeremy Blackwell, and unanimously carried, the 
Board approved the Fiscal Year 2024 Profit and Loss Statement: 
 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
  Rod Stiefvater 
  Bernard Pugét 
  Leon Elwell 
  Jeremy Blackwell 
  Rob Yraceburu 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 
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iii. Ratify warrants: Elisabeth Cervantes presented the Fiscal Year 2024 
Warrant List. After discussion, on motion of Leon Elwell, seconded by 
Jeremy Blackwell, and unanimously carried, the Board ratified the Fiscal Year 
2024 Warrant List: 
 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
  Rod Stiefvater 
  Bernard Pugét 
  Leon Elwell 
  Jeremy Blackwell 
  Rob Yraceburu 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 

 
5. WDWA GSA OPERATIONS ) 
___________________________) 
 

a. Update on the outcome from the February 20, 2025 Kern County Subbasin 
probationary hearing: Morgan Campbell provided an informational update on the 
outcomes from the Kern Subbasin probationary hearing. She informed the Board that a 
probationary hearing continuation was approved for the Subbasin by the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB). Morgan explained that local agencies have until 
June to address the final deficiencies in the Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSP) for 
the Subbasin. 
 

b. Consider approval of up to $10,000 to support amended Scope of Work for Kern 
County Subbasin Technical Working Group: Morgan Campbell presented to the Board 
asking for consideration to approve up to $10,000 to support the amended Scope of Work 
for the Kern County Subbasin Technical Working Group to complete needed GSP 
revisions prior to the June 2025 SWRCB deadline. After discussion, on motion of Jeremy 
Blackwell, seconded by Rod Stiefvater, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the 
up to $10,000 to support the amended Scope of Work for Kern County Subbasin Technical 
Working Group: 
 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
Rod Stiefvater 
Bernard Pugét 
Leon Elwell 
Jeremy Blackwell 

  Rob Yraceburu 
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  Leon Elwell 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 

 
c. Consider revisions to the penalty provisions for subsidence management actions: 

i. Well Drilling Moratorium within Proximity to Critical Infrastructure 
Impacted by Subsidence: Trevor Maggart presented an update to the Board 
on the Well Drilling Moratorium within Proximity to Critical Infrastructure 
management action and requested revisions to the penalty provisions for said 
management action. Alex Dominguez explained the new penalty provisions 
which include an initial penalty of $1,000 for landowner violations plus $100 
per day for each additional day on which the violation continues if the 
landowner fails to comply within 30 days after WDWA GSA has notified the 
landowner of the violation. After discussion, on motion of Jeremy Blackwell, 
seconded by Bernard Pugét, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the 
penalty provisions for the Well Drilling Moratorium management action: 

 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
Rod Stiefvater 
Bernard Pugét 
Jeremy Blackwell 
Rob Yraceburu 

  Leon Elwell 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 
 

ii. Well Extraction Volume Reporting within Proximity to Critical 
Infrastructure: Trevor Maggart presented an update to the Board on the Well 
Extraction Volume Reporting within Proximity to Critical Infrastructure 
management action and requested revisions to the penalty provisions for said 
management action. Alex Dominguez explained the new penalty provisions 
which include an initial penalty of $1,000 for landowner violations plus $100 
per day for each additional day on which the violation continues if the 
landowner fails to comply within 30 days after WDWA GSA has notified the 
landowner of the violation. After discussion, on motion of Rod Stiefvater, 
seconded by Rob Yraceburu, and unanimously carried, the Board approved 
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the penalty provisions for the Well Extraction Volume Reporting management 
action: 

 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
Rod Stiefvater 
Bernard Pugét 
Jeremy Blackwell 
Rob Yraceburu 

  Leon Elwell 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 
 

iii. Well Registration: Trevor Maggart presented an update to the Board on the 
Well Registration management action and requested revisions to the penalty 
provisions for said management action. Alex Dominguez explained the new 
penalty provisions which include an initial penalty of $1,000 for landowner 
violations plus $100 per day for each additional day on which the violation 
continues if the landowner fails to comply within 30 days after WDWA GSA 
has notified the landowner of the violation. After discussion, on motion of 
Bernard Pugét, seconded by Jeremy Blackwell, and unanimously carried, the 
Board approved the penalty provision for the Well Registration management 
action: 

 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
Rod Stiefvater 
Bernard Pugét 
Jeremy Blackwell 
Rob Yraceburu 

  Leon Elwell 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 
 

iv. Groundwater Extraction Moratorium within Proximity to Critical 
Infrastructure Impacted by Subsidence: Trevor Maggart presented an 
update to the Board on the Groundwater Extraction Moratorium within 
Proximity to Critical Infrastructure Impacted by Subsidence management 
action and requested revisions to the penalty provisions for said action. Alex 
Dominguez explained the new penalty provisions which include the ability for 
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WDWA GSA to pursue legal action against any groundwater extractor in 
violation of the policy, as authorized by the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act, and directed by the Board, immediately upon identification 
of the violation. After discussion, on motion of Jeremy Blackwell, seconded 
by Bernard Pugét, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the penalty 
provision for the Groundwater Extraction Moratorium management action: 

 

AYES:  Rob Goff 
Rod Stiefvater 
Bernard Pugét 
Jeremy Blackwell 
Rob Yraceburu 

  Leon Elwell 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 

  
d. Update on the Berrenda Mesa Spreading Grounds annexation: Morgan Campbell 

informed the Board that the Berrenda Mesa Spreading Grounds annexation into Berrenda 
Mesa Water District was approved by the Kern County Local Agency Formation 
Committee. No Board action was taken. 
 

e. Update on routine Sustainable Groundwater Management Act compliance activities: 
Morgan Campbell provided an informational update that the Subbasin is preparing the 
Water Year 2024 Annual Report and is on target to submit to the Department of Water 
Resources by the April 1, 2025 deadline. 

 
6. STATE WATER CONTRACTORS SUBSIDENCE WORKING GROUP       ) 
_________________________________________________________________) 
 

a. Update on State Water Contractors Subsidence Working Group activities: Morgan 
Campbell provided an informational update on the activities of the State Water Contractors 
Subsidence Working Group. WDWA GSA is scheduled to present on California Aqueduct 
subsidence between Mileposts 195-215 at the March State Water Contractor’s meeting. No 
Board action was taken. 

 
7. KERN NON-DISTRICTED LAND AUTHORITY      ) 
______________________________________________) 
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a. Update on Kern Non-Districted Land Authority activities: Morgan Campbell provided 
an informational update that Kern Non-Districted Land Authority (KNDLA) hired Jenny 
Holtermann as its new Executive Director. In addition, KNDLA swore in Devon Yurosek 
and Debbie Wise as two new directors on February 24, 2025. KNDLA continues to oversee 
the DWR SGMA implementation grant previously managed by the Kern Groundwater 
Authority. No Board action was taken. 

 
8. REPORT OF COUNSEL           ) 
____________________________) 
 

a. Form 700 filings: Morgan Campbell provided a reminder to the Board to complete their 
Form 700 filings via the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) portal by April 1, 
2025.  
 

b. Updates on Kings County Farm Bureau, et al. v. State Water Resources Control Board: 
Alex Dominguez informed the Board that there was no update regarding the Kings County 
Farm Bureau, et al. v. State Water Resources Control Board legal proceedings.  

 
c. Approve Notice of Intent to adopt amended Groundwater Sustainability Plan: 

Morgan Campbell informed the Board that WDWA GSA must submit an updated Notice 
of Intent to adopt the Kern Subbasin’s amended GSP to Kern County. After discussion, on 
motion from Bernard Pugét, seconded by Jeremy Blackwell, and unanimously carried, the 
Board approved the submitting the Notice of Intent: 

 
AYES:  Rob Goff 

Rod Stiefvater 
Bernard Pugét 
Leon Elwell 
Jeremy Blackwell 

  Rob Yraceburu 
  Leon Elwell 
 
NOES:  None 

 
ABSENT:  None 

 
9. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NON AGENDIZED ITEMS             ) 
________________________________________________________) 
 
No public participation occurred. 
 
10. EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION  )  
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__________________________________________) 
 
No closed session occurred. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT ) 
________________________) 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, said meeting was adjourned at 12:11 
p.m. 

 
 
      ____________________________ 

Rod Stiefvater 
Secretary of the Board of Directors   

APPROVED: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Rob Goff 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 


